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culture. Greater knowledge showed the existence of glaring
social and political ills. Finer spirits from the West re-
interpreted tlie culture of the East. Indian imitators of
the West were confronted by European admirers of the
East. Standards and values of East and West were compared
in a more objective spirit. Historical research helped to
restore balance and sanity by discovering the identity
of the human mind in diverse surroundings. The first
uncritical adoration of the West was followed by a mood
of critical appraisal.

The infantile enthusiasm for all things European dis-
appeared in course of time, but not till it had done one
great damage to the Indian social fabric. The challenge
to the old ideals was no loss but a definite gain. It compelled
Indians to consider old problems anew and examine old
truths in the light of new data. Unfortunately for India,
the revaluation was at the cost of social unity. India's
old culture had undergone transformations in the past
as well, but they were marked by gradualness and homo-
geneity. The whole of society had slowly evolved with
changing times. The impact of Europe on the other hand
led to a disruption of the social whole. A small minority
responded enthusiastically to the new Challenge. In fact
it went so far as to seek to build up a new Europe on Indian
soil. It discarded Indian traditions and sought inspiration
in Western ideals. The vast majority of Indians on the other
hand clung to the past and remained almost impervious to
the influence of the new civilisation.

The educational revolution brought about by Macaulay
was largely responsible for this bifurcation of Indian society.
The Western modes of education were superimposed on
the country without any consideration of India's indigenous
system or its needs. India had developed her own system
of education in the course of centuries. It was attuned to
her rural economy. It met the demands of her commerce
and industry. It also served the needs of Indian admiais-